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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-CHA-10
APPOINTMENT OF KEITH PETTIGREW AS CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

OFFICER OF THE CHICAGO HOUSING AUTHORITY 

WHEREAS, strong, experienced, and permanent executive leadership is essential to the 
Authority's ability to manage its operations, serve the needs of our residents, and 
ultimately advance our mission; 

WHEREAS, the Authority has operated without a permanent Chief Executive Officer since 
November 1, 2024; 

WHEREAS, the appointment of a permanent Chief Executive Officer is necessary to ensure 
continuity, stability, and long-term strategic leadership for the Authority; 

WHEREAS, the Authority worked with the mayors office to develop a process for selecting the 
next permanent CEO, including the formation of a selection committee and 
retention of an outside firm to conduct a nationwide CEO search which began in 
March 2025; 

WHEREAS, the selection committee identified Keith Pettigrew and presented him to this Board 
and the Mayor for review; 

WHEREAS, Keith Pettigrew has more than two decades of senior leadership experience in 
large public housing authorities and public-sector organizations, including service 
as Executive Director of the District of Columbia Housing Authority, one of the 
nation's largest housing authorities, where he oversees a housing portfolio 
serving more than 50,000 residents, with an annual operating budget 
exceeding $671 million; and 

WHEREAS, prior to his service in Washington, D.C., Mr. Pettigrew served as Chief Executive 
Officer of the Alexandria Redevelopment and Housing Authority, where he led 
significant operational improvements, strengthened financial performance, and 
advanced redevelopment initiatives; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Pettigrew served in senior leadership roles with the Housing Authority of New 
Orleans, during a HUD administrative receivership, where he helped lead the 
turnaround of the agency from HU D's "troubled" designation to "standard 
performer'' status in less than three years; and 

WHEREAS, throughout his career Mr. Pettigrew has demonstrated expertise in public housing 
operations, Housing Choice Voucher administration, affordable housing 
redevelopment, strategic planning, financial restructuring, and public-private 
partnership development, including extensive experience utilizing federal housing 
tools such as RAD conversions, Section 18 repositioning, Low-Income Housing 
Tax Credits, and mixed-income redevelopment strategies; and 
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